AX STATUTOHY

propaganda measures are now being vigorously carried out, all over
the Presidency. During the year 1924, 33,846 lectures were
delivered in 27,1)46 centres to audiences numbering approximately
1,354,000, In the following year .52, 100 lectures were delivere'd
in 36,800 centres the total audiences numbering approximately
2,900,000. During the year 1926, 70,300 lectures weie delivered
in 44,260 centres to audiences numbering approximately 3,800,000.
A Health \Veek id organized annually during, the kt Pongal "
holidays with the object of focussing public attention on the
importance of hygiene by means of an intensive propaganda
campaign conducted simultaneously throughout the Presidency.
It has been celebrated on an increasingly extensive scale and with
increasing aurcess from year to year and it haa given tremendous
impetus to local efforts in the field of public health. In 1918 there
were 27 munieipalites with protected water-supply. Two schemes
were under execution. In 1926, 30 municipalities had auch supply
and 13 schemes were under execiitioii.
As a result of the introduction of tin1 new Government of India
Act, 1919, sanitation and ' public health became a transferred
subject under the control of the Minister in charge of the Local
Kelf-Goveniment Department. In the beginning of 1923 there
were 0 sanctioned appointments of Assistant Directors of Public
Health, one of which had been vacant since 1921. Three Assistant
Directors were in charge of tlie three ranges into which the
Presidency was divided, viz., northern, central and southern with
headquarters at AValtair, Madras and Ooimbatore, respectively.
Two Assistant Directors were in charge of vital statistics and fairs
and festivals respectively. With the introduction of the complete
district health scheme the major portion of the routine public
health administration of the districts was transferred to the district
health staff. It was therefore considered unnecessary to retain the
territorial jurisdiction for Assistant Directors. The Medical and
Public Health Retrenchment Committee at the same time recom-
mended the abolition of three post* of Assistant Directors of Public-
Health. With eft'erfr from 1st October 1923 therefore the three
remaining Assistant Directors of Public Health were given
functional duties and had their headquarters in Madras.
The Director of Public Health is under the administrative
control of link Surgeon-General who is the administrative head of
all the medical services in the Presidency. Proposals relating to
general policy and administration or personal in which the Medical
Department is likely to be concerned are forwarded to the Oovem-
ment through the Surgeon-General. In such cnses the Surgeon-
(Jegeral will forward the Director's note* and views in original
with such remarks as lie may have to oftVv. In nil other matters,
(he Director of Public Uwihli communicates directly with
ftovernment,
The year 1022 marked an important epoch in the public health
administration of the Presidency. The preventive staff employed
for public health purpose** had been found inadequate and unsatis-
factory, Fnr ihp control of cholera epidemics in rural areaa,